Inside

Master Gardeners of Ontario Newsletter

MGOI

MGOI Board Members
President: Anne Craig, Peterborough
Past President: Karen Sciuk, Waterloo Region
Vice President: Vacant
Corporate Secretary: Lynda Bobinski, Thunder Bay
Treasurer: Susie Cosack, Simcoe

Director of Communications:
Director of Education:

Ruth Treloar, Haliburton County
Kate Sault, Halton

July 2026 Newsletter

Director of Events:
Director of Membership:
Director of Operations:
Director of Marketing:

Isia Yeo, Durham

Lois Johnson, Niagara
Dianne Wheler, Tri-County
Elizabeth Stewart, Toronto

Inside This Issue

Director of Partnerships: Sean Patchett, Muskoka Master Ga_rdeners
Director of Central Region: Linda Gordon, Etobicoke ° Milestones _
Director of East Region: Rebecca Last-Guenette, Ottawa- °  Update—Newsletter Working Group
CGarleton o Resources—Links, Including Link to
Director of North Region: Andrea Steinhaeusser, Thunder Bay Invasive Plants, New Article by C.
Kavassalis

Director of South & West Region:
Advisor to the Board:
Committee Members
Webmaster: Sabine Behnk, Waterloo sabine.behnk@icloud.com
Newsletter Editor: Isabel Belanger, Halton newsletter@mgoi.ca
Membership Database, Exams & Certificates: MJ Pilgrim, Peterborough
database@mgoi.ca
Badges & Pins: Lois Johnson, Niagara supplies@mgoi.ca
MGOI Wear: Lynn Goulet-Smith, Grand Erie
Twitter: Dale Odorizzi, Lanark County
Facebook: Claudette Sims, Halton & Cathy Kavassalis, Halton
Manager, MG Participation in the CNE & RWF: Kate Sault, Halton

Lynne Goulet-Smith, Grand Erie

Rhonda Grein, Waterloo Region ° Master Gardeners Out & About

° Upcoming Events

MGOI
° Board Vacancy: VP

Editor: Isabel Belanger, Halton

Welcome to the July edition of Inside MGOI, the Master Gardeners of Ontario, Inc. (MGOI) newsletter. Our goal is
to be a voice for Master Gardeners, a venue for providing insights and the inside scoop from MGOI Board &
Committee members. It also features updates from the 28 Master Gardener groups throughout Ontario, including
member milestones, group projects and activities, short member profiles, and upcoming events such as
webinars/conferences/technical updates/plant sales/open gardens—essentially anything about the functioning
and happenings of our groups and our members. Please feel free to submit pictures—they are most welcome!

We are looking for fresh ideas and inspiration for meaningful change for this newsletter. Contributions to the
newsletter, and inspirational ideas may be sent at any time to:
Isabel Belanger, Newsletter Editor, newsletter@mgoi.ca.
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Milestones
5 Year Anniversaries

Joan Sundeen

Thunder Bay & District Master Gardeners —
ynthia Lauer

5 Year Anniversary
Theresa Love

Congratulations
Theresa on
receiving your 5-
year pin. Theresa
lives in Mine
Centre which is
over 280 km away
from Thunder Bay,
and travels to
participate in
several of our
events over the
summer. Every
June she fills her
vehicle with plants
to donate to the
plant sale. She is
also on our Executive Board as Secretary, and we truly
appreciate her dedication.
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Joan Sundeen, right with
Coordinator Gail Cocker

Theresa, left receiving her 5-yr pin from
Andrea Steinhaeusser, Coordinator

Simcoe County Master Gardeners Gynthic Laet, cight with

Coordinator Gail Cocker
15 Year Anniversary

Christine March Master Gardener Status Achieved

Scott Mclntaggart

Simcoe County MGs
are very happy to
celebrate Scott’s
transition from MGIT to
fully fledged MG. Scott
became interested in
becoming a Master
Gardener when he was
studying horticulture at
the University of
Guelph. “What
intrigued me about the
Master Gardener

program was getting TR i
Scott, right receiving his MG certificate
from Coordinator Gail Cocker




involved with a group of dedicated and knowledgeable
gardeners. They are helping me become someone who
could eventually help others to expand their own
knowledge and achieve their gardening goals.” Scott’s main
interest in gardening is perennials with a more recent focus
on native plants. Another recent interest of his is vegetable
gardening. Of all the activities he's done with SCMGs, what
he likes best is learning from and interacting with the
public. Scott looks forward to continuing opportunities to
teach and construct new gardening programs that interest
the public.

New Master Gardener in Training
Kendall Vanderlip

Simcoe County Master
Gardeners warmly welcomes
Kendall Vanderlip who joined
the group in May 2025.
Kendall’s passion for
gardening started at a very
young age, indeed, even
before she could talk. At the
time, it was as though she
had been enrolled in a
gardening educational
program led by her Nana on
the family farm outside of
Paris, Ontario. Kendall’s grandmother taught her
everything from cultivating classic English gardens to
growing, canning and storing most of the food the family
needed to get through the winter.

Over the years, Kendall has worked in botanical gardens,
propagation greenhouses and commercial greenhouses.
She now spends her energy on ecological restoration
projects with Toronto and Region Conservation Authority
(TRCA).

At home, Kendall is turning her yard into an abundance of
food for her family and surrounding wildlife. With all of the
educational courses completed through the University of
Guelph for the Master Gardener Certificate Program,
Kendall has set her sights on achieving the university’s
Horticulture Diploma.
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Toronto Master Gardeners

New Master Gardeners in Training
Robin Smith

Silvia Hdez

David Rosenblatt

Welcome! Profiles by Coordinator Sarah Mulholland.

Robin is a Toronto-born
gardener whose interest first
sprouted with balcony
gardening in 2018. Since then,
he has expanded his
knowledge and his garden,
always with a focus on fruit
and vegetable growing. As an
MGIiT, Robin is looking forward
to formalizing his knowledge
and getting more connected to
the community through
volunteering and public
education.

Silvia Hdez is a digital
design consultant with
a serious weakness for
getting her hands dirty,
whether that's through
her ceramics practice or
in the soil tending her
garden.

Her academic research
on urban
decarbonization in
Toronto convinced her
that what happens at

ground level matters, which is why she is now quite

literally there, battling pests with companion planting and
insane amounts of chicken wire.

..

This year she is also attempting piparras, a Basque pepper
from her native Spain, because apparently one challenge
at a time is not her style. She is learning from her mentor
Donna that no garden plan survives contact with reality,
and she wouldn't have it any other way.




David teaches
precariously in the
mechanical engineering
department at George
Brown College. He thinks
that gardening, large or
small — it could even be
puttering over one pot
filled with corner store
annuals — is beneficial to
the mind, body, and

- spirit. He likes books,
booze, tobacco, cats, and the shade cast by fruiting and
flowering trees. He would love to chat about quince, rue,
Coleus caninus (scaredy cat plant), intermediate height
shrubbery for birds, and sandy soil.
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1000 Islands Master Gardeners

New Master Gardener in Training
Sophie Felleiter

TIMG welcomed Sophie Felleiter as its newest member this
month, for a total of 26 members, including eight MGiTs
and one emeritus member.
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Lanark County Master Gardeners

Master Gardener Status Achieved
Tim Deslippe

Tim Deslippe joined Lanark County Master Gardeners on
January 5, 2024. He immediately jumped right in
volunteering at our Seedy Saturday and Seedy Sunday
events. He is quick to volunteer to do presentations and to
provide interesting and unusual plants from his beautiful
garden. He also got us connected with, and we became
regular participants at, another Farmers’ Market, bringing
our total to 3 which we attend every other week. He also
got us the use of a Zoom license for free and hosts our
winter meetings.

Congratulations, Tim!

Lanark Coordinator Gerda Franssen, left presenting
Tim with his Master Gardener certificate
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Board Vacancy—YVice President

P)

MGOI is looking for 1 or 2 VPs to support the President.

Job Description

» Supporting and working closely with the
President

» Monitoring the progress of
organization’s goals and objectives

> Reviewing information submitted in
Annual Reviews and in the Annual Report
to recognize achievements, share best
practices, and identify potential areas of
concern

> Assisting Directors in resolving areas of
concern, potentially bringing them to the
attention of the Board of Directors

> Working with the Director of Membership
and others to fill vacant Board positions

» Assuming the duties of the President in her
absence; succeeds the President

the

If you are interested, or would like further information,
please contact Anne Craig, President @:
President@MGOl.ca.
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MGOI Needs Your Help!

MGOlI is run for and by Master Gardeners.
If you would like to contribute, in a big way, by joining
the board in the future or in a smaller way by helping
with a special project, please let us know. You can
reach out to your group coordinator or directly to me
at President@MGOl.ca. Thank you.

Anne Craig (Peterborough & Area)
President, MGOI

Newsletter Working Group-Update

Questionnaire

Thank you everyone who completed the survey re:
improving the newsletter to make it relevant to you.
Results have been tabulated. Next steps will be to contact
the 20! MGs who wish to be part of a focus group.

Ideas are welcome at any time. Please contact Isabel
Belanger, Editor at: newsletter@mgoi.ca. Thank you.

The Working Group Team

Mary-Lyn Hopper, Deirdre Walsh, Leslie Ferguson,

Isabel Belanger

Resources

Invasive Plants—New Article by Cathy Kavassalis
Halton MG Cathy Kavassalis has written a comprehensive article
on invasive plants, published on the Halton Master Gardeners
website. Access the full article here:
https://haltonmastergardeners.com/2026/07/13/invasive-

plants/

“ PR Learn M ore &Do M ore

o CCIPR website: https://ccipr.ca/, CCIPR Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1503444570040194

Subscribe to: The Spread, The Invasive Centre Newsletter:

https://www.invasivespeciescentre.ca/signup/ & the
ONnurserycrops Blog
https://onnurserycrops.wordpress.com/

Prior Newsletter Issues

Access prior issues of Inside MGOI anytime at
mgoi.ca/newsletters. The May newsletter included
information about:

Worms

Earthworms—Two Native Species + Invasive Aliens

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=john%20warren%z2
Oearthworms

Jumping Worms
https://mgoi.ca/resources/

Invasive Species Centre

Hammerhead Worms https://www.invasi SR
vespeciescentre.m
/hammerhead-

worm/ ‘3

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/kitcheher-
waterloo/hammerhead-worms-in-gardens-ontario-1.7193039

Oak Wilt Disease
Do Not Prune Oak Trees (Quercus spp.)
from April 1%t until December. Read more:

https://onnurserycrops.wordpress.com/2024/04/02/reminder-

no-pruning-oaks-from-now-until-november/#more-6673;

ontario.ca/page/oak-wilt;
https://inspection.canada.ca/en/plant-health/invasive-
species/plant-diseases/oak-wilt/response-framework

Spotted Lanternfly

& Snap it; & Catch/Kill it; % Report it

e https://www.ontario.ca/page/spotted-
lanternfly-prevention-practices-producers

Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA)

Digital Toolkit: digital toolkit

Contact: Maria Kubacki, Manager / Gestionnaire
343-542-3856 / Maria.kubacki@inspection.gc.ca

Seeds Alert

Connect with the CFIA before sending seeds abroad. Seeds can
be invasive in some countries or spread plant diseases or other
pests. The destination country may destroy the seeds and issue
Canada a notice of non-compliance. The CFIA has spokespeople
available for interviews, and experts are also willing to write
and submit a piece. Contact: Media Relations, Canadian Food
Inspection Agency / Government of Canada:
cfia.media.acia@inspection.gc.ca; Tel: 613-773-6600

Follow: Facebook X YouTube LinkedIn Instagram
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Master Gardeners Out & About

Projects & Events
Thunder Bay & District Master Gardeners
Name: Annual Plant Sale & Look, Listen & Learn

Presentations
Details: Gardeners were lined up early in anticipation of

our annual plant sale which once again was a huge success.

As well as hardy perennials we offered vegetables started
from seeds, succulents and houseplants. We had 23 tables
of plants that were generously donated by MGs and
Thunder Bay gardeners.

Plant Sale 2026

This year we also sold gently used garden containers, tools
and books. In conjunction with the plant sale, we offered 3
presentations. Topics included: “Ornamental Edibles”,
“Managing Garden Pests” and “Garden Decorating”— all
well received.

MG Hedy Koski - Look, Listen & Learn Presentation

Name: Advice Clinic—Canadian Tire Greenhouse
Details: The Thunder Bay & District MGs were happy
once again to volunteer at the Arthur Street Canadian Tire
Greenhouse. The greenhouse had a wonderful selection
of annuals, perennials, veggies, trees & shrubs. Customers
appreciated having knowledgeable people on site to help
them choose plants and answer general gardening
questions. Despite the cool spring weather, everyone
seemed enthusiastic to start growing.
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MGs Andrea Steinhaeusser, left and Lynda Bobinski
at the Canadian Tire Greenhouse
Name: June Meeting & Potluck
Details: Sylvia and Chris Goodheart once again
generously opened their home for our June meeting and
potluck party. They live in Kaministiquia which is about 25
km from Thunder Bay and have a beautiful property with
huge vegetable and flower gardens. Spouses were also
welcome and socialized while the MGs had their meeting.
Afterwards, we all enjoyed delicious food and everyone’s
company. Luckily the weather cooperated for a great
afternoon on the deck.

Ward, Laura Jones, Andrea Steinhaeusser, Aili Dampier, Lynda
Lahteenmaa, Sylvia Goodheart and Lynda Bobinski




Halton Master Gardeners

Name: Blueberry Fields Community Gardens 10t
Anniversary

Details: On June 20%™, Blueberry Fields Community
Gardens hosted a community picnic celebrating their 10t
Anniversary of producing organic vegetables and herbs for
donations to the Kerr Street Mission food bank in Oakuville.
Blueberry Fields have 20 raised beds (approximately 2,000
sq ft), located behind the Upper Oakville Shopping Centre,
that fully support the garden plots.

Guided garden tour of the new pollinator garden bed by
the entrance

A core group of volunteers plan, manage and organize all
agricultural activities, from planning vegetable plant
layouts and starting seedlings to organizing community
volunteers. The garden uses only composted manure as
fertilizer and utilizes natural methods for pest and weed
control.

Core volunteer team (left to right): Tuula, Chris, Lynda, Lisa, Kathryn,
Sharon, Ruth, Megan (Property Manager of Upper Oakville Shopping
Centre)

Below: Tom Adams (Town & Regional Town Councillor) and HMG
Judith Desembrana

It all started with Ken Stockstill, Superintendent of Upper
Oakville Shopping Centre, 10 years ago. With many years
of landscaping and horticultural experience, Ken
convinced the owner of the shopping center to convert
the open green space into a collective community garden.
He would coordinate community volunteers to sow, weed
and harvest, and donate 100% of the produce to a local
food bank. In July 2023, Ken’s sudden passing prompted a
core group of volunteers to step up to continue his dream
of giving back to the community.

Core volunteer team (left to right): Kathryn, Chris, Sharon, Lynda,
Ruth, Bob
(Below) Judith, Lisa, Tuula

In the 2025 growing season, Blueberry Fields donated
their highest harvest on record, totalling 1,646 Ibs. of
fresh produce solely based on 900 volunteer hours
worked. All work in the garden is done by volunteers of all
ages, including children, teens, adults, seniors and
corporate groups.

At the 10" Anniversary celebration, our Halton MG and

volunteer Judith Desembrana conducted guided garden
tours of the various organic vegetables and herbs grown
from seed (i.e., potatoes, carrots, beans, lettuce, etc.).
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Halton MG Judith Desembrana (centre) conducting a guided
garden tour




In addition, Sharon Paradis (retired HMG) provided
gardening advice and handed out free seed packets and
seedlings.

Sharon Paradis (retired Halton MG), right, at an advice
table handing out free seed packets and seedlings

This event raised the profile of the community garden,
made people aware of the many Oakville families suffering
food insecurity, and in addition encouraged people to grow
their own vegetables. We are hopeful the 2026 growing
season will provide a harvest exceeding 1,600 lbs. of
produce.

July 7th, 2026, harvest — 53 Ibs.

[
Northumberland Master Gardeners

Name: Road Trip—July Meeting

Details: For our July meeting we went on a road trip. Our
first stop was at Master Gardener in Training Sarah’s house
just outside Stirling, Ontario. Sarah gave us a tour of her
beautiful gardens and grounds, and we got to play “spot
that bird” as we wandered her property.

We finished our time with a potluck dinner.

Sarah teaching NMGs about her meadow restoration project

We then travelled a short distance to Natural Themes
Native Plant Nursery & Ecological Services. We were
greeted by owner Maya Navrot who shared her
background story with us. She has over two decades
experience in public service and non-profits and holds a
BSc in Environmental Science & Biology. She has
experience in land stewardship, environmental education,
and ecological restoration.

Maya shared her wealth of knowledge with us through a
guided tour of their meadow. This was a restoration
project; she and her family planted plugs throughout the
meadow. Now you can walk through it and see the beauty
of native plants and the species they support.
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Maya (in the white ball cap) sharing her story

Then of course we had time to shop! The nursery is set up
by conditions. Most of us headed for the “drought
tolerant” area first and then to the other areas of the
nursery. Many members also picked up trees and shrubs.




If you are close to Trenton or are willing to drive — Natural
Themes should be on your list of nurseries to visit! They are
located at 219 Maybee Road in Frankford. Be sure to check
their website/Facebook for opening times:
https://www.naturalthemes.com/. They are also available
by appointment too.

L-R: Christine, Claire, and Kathleen Iarning in the
meadow at Natural Themes

Pl
Master Gardeners of Ottawa-Carleton

Update—June 22 - July 21

Name: Advice Clinics

Details: Several Advice Clinics were held: the Barrhaven
Farmers’ Market on June 21; Carleton Place Farmers’
Market on June 20, July 4 and July 18; Almonte Farmers’
Market on June 27 and July 11; Alta Vista Farmers’ Market
on June 27; Carp Farmers’ Market on June 27; Main St.
Farmers’ Market on June 27; Perth Farmers’ Market on
June 27 and July 11; Westboro Farmers’ Market on June 27;
Elgin St. Market on June 28; Ottawa Farmers’ Market on
June 28 and July 5; and Manotick Farmers' Market on July
11.

Name: Trowel Talks

Details: Barbara Sibbald presented “Notes on a Japanese
Garden” at the Ottawa Public Library, Orleans Branch on
July 8. Julianne Labreche spoke on “Gardening for the
Bees” at the Ottawa Public Library, Cumberland Branch on
July 11.

A view of Barbara
Sibbald’s Japanese-
themed garden from her
lecture “Notes on a
Japanese Garden”.
Photo by Barbara
Sibbald

1000 Islands Master Gardeners

Name: June Potluck Meeting

Details: TIMGs June meeting was held in the middle of
the bountiful creativity of Lakeside Community Gardens in
Kingston. Members toured the two-acre site following the
potluck meal. A formal partnership with the 14-year-old
community gardens is under consideration by TIMG.

Members relax at their potluck June meeting in the
Lakeside Community Gardens in Kingston

The next in-person gathering is expected to be a day-long
marketing workshop retreat at Frontenac Park in late
summer or early fall. Attendees will brainstorm solutions
for positive messaging and activities for our advice clinics,
and our marketing and communication materials.
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Peterborough & District Master Gardeners

Name: Ecology Park Native Plant Nursery

Details: For eight weekends from May 16™ until July 4%,
PMGs volunteered as garden mentors at Ecology Park
Nursery on Ashburnham St. in Peterborough. We were
there every Saturday and most Sundays from 10 am until 4
pm with our advice table, answering questions on all
aspects of gardening and helping gardeners make good
native plant choices. We had quite a team of MG volunteers
including Jennifer Guertin (our group leader), Christine
Freeburn, Carol Ireland, Rachel Burrows, Joan Harding, Lois
Scott, Sharleen Pratt, Lea Brenna, Anne Craig, Marjorie
Vendrig, Emma Murphy, Gladys Fowler, Brenda May, Silvia
Strobl, Laura Gardner, Amanda Mcllone, Sandra Caswell,
Marilyn Homewood, Mary K Dunn, Brandi McNeely, Erin
Otvos Rasile, and Jennifer Sherk. Together, we logged close
to 100 volunteer hours through this mentoring program!

Left to right: Jennifer Guertin, Sharleen Pratt, Amanda
Mcllone, Emma Murphy & Joan Harding

Rachel Burrows &
Chris Freeburn

|
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1 Master Gardes

Name: Second Workshop

Details: Our second workshop with GreenUP, “Gardening
Basics”, was held at Ecology Park on a blustery and rainy
June 6. Our focus for this workshop was quick overviews
on topics like soil, plant hardiness zones, sunlight in the
garden, types of plants, watering, and garden
maintenance given by MGs Jennifer Guertin, Emma
Murphy, Christine Freeburn, and Amanda Mcllhone.
Sharleen Pratt, Joan Harding, and Sandra Caswell were
instrumental in helping out in numerous ways — prepping
pots, helping attendees, and with set up along with close
down.

After the talks the attendees were treated to a short
presentation by Rachel Burrows on planting a herb
container, and all the PMGs assisted our attendees in
creating their herb gardens.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Halton Master Gardeners

Garden Journeys

Garden Journeys/Open Days 2026
Dates: August8-9& 14 -16
Details: This is your opportunity to
visit beautiful gardens across
Hamilton. Gardens will be open for
visitors, and gardeners will be on hand
to discuss their own journey to eco-friendly gardening,
from first steps to fully mature gardens. Curious about
gardens that support biodiversity and our ecosystem?
Taking steps to build your own nature-friendly garden?
Looking for garden inspiration and practical ideas for
gardens that are both beautiful and sustainable? These
free open gardens are worth visiting.

Questions: Email us at:
gardenjourneysopendays@gmail.com

Open Days

Niagara Master Gardeners

Name: Annual Plant Sale

Details: Our largest fundraiser! See poster for details. Cash
Only.

Date & @m,, o
Time: "Niagara®

Saturday,
September
12th

9am to noon

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2026

Vineland Research & Innovation Centre
QEW & Victoria Avenue

(in the equipment barns)

» Cash Only —Tool Sharpening by Donation -

) —— 9AM-NOON ——
+ Natives + Shrubs
» Perennials « Spring Bulbs

« Grasses « Garlic
« Native Seeds « Herbs
e + Houseplants

Proceeds support: Student Awards + Horticultural Projects » Community Events + Garden Therapy Prageam:

Grey County Master Gardeners

Name: Owen Sound Gardeners in Residence
Programs

Dates: Programs began in March and run monthly except
for July, August & December. Next workshops run:

= September 17*" - Rethinking Your Garden

= QOctober - Bulbs and Tubers

=  November - Gardening Tools

Details: More information can be found at the Owen
Sound & North Grey Union Public Library in Owen Sound.

Grand Erie Master Gardeners

Next Workshop: September 20"
Location & Time: 115 Front Road, Port Rowan, 1-4pm

Grand Erie Master Gardeners

Upcoming EVENTS
) | ZEE T

GRAVEL GARDENING

&:30 PM - B PM

BACK CS - AND BEYONDI
- T 1PM-4PM

n.: xrjm SICS - AND BEYOND!
1PM - 4 PM

10 AM - 2 PM

GEMO PLANT SALE

GEMG CUT FLOWER
WORKSHOP 1 PM - 3:30 PM

SEPTEMBER

S - AND BEYOND!

BACK TO B.
- 2 EOIPM-4PM

o zn
B =

RMATION AND REGISTRATION. VISIT GRANDEREMO ORG

BACK TO B, AND BEYOND!

1PM - 4 PM

Stay Tuned: More upcoming events planned with more
information to come!

Etobicoke Master Gardeners

. Name: 2026 Annual Fall Plant Sale

Date & Time: Saturday, September 19" from 8:30 a.m. —
11:00 a.m.
Place: 6 Kingsway Cres., Etobicoke
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Details: Advice clinic, native pollinator plants, house
plants, and more.

- Elobicoke Master Gardeners

2026 Annual Fall Plant Sale - Saturday, September 19, 2026
8:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 6 Kingsway Crescent
~ ~ 5 W% e

.

P

Fall Sale Special!
Residual stock will be sold at 50% off from 12:00 p.m. —1:00 p.m.

www.etobicokemastergardeners.ca
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