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Come grow with us was the theme
of the first National Canadian
Master Gardeners Conference,
held from Apr. 5 to 7 at Deerhurst
Resort in Huntsville. This major
Denis Flanagan
garden event was attended by
over 250 delegates from across Ontario and some
members from Nova Scotia, Manitoba and
Michigan.
The opening speaker on the Friday evening was the
everenergetic Paul Zammit from Toronto
Botanical Garden. He delivered a presentation that
challenged gardeners to rethink how they garden.
This gave rise to many points of discussion
throughout the weekend.
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Lawns and Other Follies
Edythe Falconer, Ottawa Carelton

We look back
with amuse
ment and con
descension on
unlikely struc
tures dotting
wealthy gar
dens in cen
turies gone by.
Often mani
Early "lawnmowers" at Work
festations
of
builder fascination with past civilizations, they also
served to demonstrate wealth and erudition. All or
most were ornamental rather than utilitarian. Des
pite the scorn heaped upon them for many decades,
they do have their defenders as in the Folly Fellow
ship whose members work to preserve follies as in
teresting artifacts.
What presentday follies may we be accountable for?
Early lawns were not mowed and were often used as
communal grazing areas for prototype “lawn
mowers”. Eventually wealthy Elizabethans began to
use them as walkways and places for social gather
ings. Lawns became more and more an indication of
status and wealth but still very bucolic.
Fast forward to 1930 when lawn mowers were in
vented and to 1937 when America adopted the 40
hour work week. People had more free time and
land developers soon saw the writing on the wall.
The trend to sprawling suburbs with extensive
continued on page 2
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University of Toronto gave the keynote session on
Saturday with a fascinating insight into the botanical
research carried out by Charles Darwin.

Professor Barrett focused on experiments he
conducted on plant reproduction and pollination. He
was inspired to headup his own studies on the
complex sex lives of plants. As a consequence, his
team has provided valuable information to the plant
breeding and biotechnology industries. Professor
Barrett also wowed the audience with stunning
photos of plants taken on his trips that followed in the
footsteps of Darwin to South America and Africa.
Biodiversity was often referenced during the
weekend, but I also thought that the diversity of
gardeners was evident with breakout sessions offered
in one room by Dr. Michael Brownridge from
Vineland Research and Innovation Centre on the
latest research into lawn care, while in another room
a presentation, entitled ‘What Are Lawns Good For:
It’s Time to Stop the Madness,’ was led by Dianne and
Gary Westlake from Peterborough.

The best part of it all was that afterwards all parties
were able to sit and enjoy a tasty green salad, and
agree that what makes the world of gardening so
appealing is that there are many opinions and styles
of gardens. At the end of the day, it’s each individual
homeowner’s decision on which direction to choose.
As part of the breakout sessions, I represented
members of Landscape Ontario with an update on
greenroofs and biowalls with information compiled
by Kim Burton from Landscape Trades magazine,
statistics from Steven Peck from the Green Roofs for
Healthy Cities and on projects created at Canada
Blooms by Janet Ennamorato of Creative Garden
Designs and Jason Rokosh of Vertical Landscape
continued on page 3
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monocultures of grass was energetically launched
and sold as the golden route to a modern Eden.
They are still in vogue today.

To own a lawn was to strive for perfection – any
thing less was slovenly, antisocial  even unpatriot
ic. The desire for perfection facilitated the era of
petro chemicals, fertilizer, pesticides and heavy wa
ter consumption – quick fixes. After WW2, chemic
al companies found new markets for surplus war
chemicals in the fledgling lawn industry.
According to a recent NASA study (2005), at that
time lawns were America’s largest irrigated crop at
128,000 square kilometers (49,000 square miles).
Lawn business then was a major business worth
28.9B. In Virginia Scott Jenkins’ 1994 book  The
Lawn: History of an American Obsession – she
notes an EPA report on water consumption in
America  26B gallons per day, 30% of it for outdoor
use.

What good are lawns? They decrease urban heat is
land effect, provide space for recreation, clean the
air and aid in erosion control. Lawns are 20% cooler
than bare earth and 40% cooler than cement.
But they don’t have to be perfect. Interplanting
drought resistant grasses with clover, thyme,
chamomile, yarrow, creeping Charlie or creeping
phlox can provide all the benefits of classical lawns
with vastly reduced resource depletion. Or we can
convert lawn space to new uses that favor shrubs,
perennials and vegetables mixed with inviting out
door living enclosures.
What do you think? Will fastidiously trimmed,
pristinely green, resource intensive lawns be a folly
scorned and bemoaned by future generations?
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Architects.

Saturday sessions concluded with an informative
and fun presentation by Martin Galloway from
Chalk Lake Greenhouses on finding a balance with
nature. This was followed by the firstever Master
Gardeners Awards of Excellence ceremony.
Jane Beck, president of Master Gardeners of
Ontario, said, “The Awards of Excellence were a
highlight of the conference; I congratulate each
and every group for the projects you have
submitted.” The Ontario president continued,
“Master Gardeners and our communities are the
focus of all we do — your projects remind us of
just how much does happen across the province.
Your work stands as the model of who we are and
what we do.”
The winners and categories are as follows:

• Etobicoke Master Gardeners for the Target
Audience project, ‘Connecting People with
Plants.’ The award was donated by Vineland
Research and Innovation Centre.
• Thunder Bay Master Gardeners for the
Innovative project ‘Insects and Diseases of
Thunder Bay District.’ The award was donated
by the Canadian Nursery and Landscape
Association.

• Toronto Master Gardeners for the Workshops
and Presentations category, its webinar
presentation project, ‘Getting your Community
Garden Project off the Ground.’ It was awarded
by Liz Klose, Honourary Master Gardener and
director of Memorial University’s Botanical
Garden.

• London Middlesex Master Gardeners for the
Community Service project, ‘From Seeds to
Your Table.’ It was donated by Landscape
Ontario.
The conference was a resounding success and I am
sure the partnership between Landscape Ontario
and Master Gardeners will continue to grow and
flourish in the future
Denis
Flanagan
may
be
contacted
dflanagan@landscapeontario.com.

at

London
Middlesex
receives
their
award.

Congratulations to Toronto Master
Gardeners as They Celebrate 25 Years

Twentyfive
years ago, 25
keen garden
ers and com
mitted
community
volunteers
met to create
the
Toronto
Toronto Celebrates 25 Years
Master
Gardeners.
Today, the group has grown to 148 volunteers.

Almost three hundred guests, including former
Master Gardeners, enjoyed the private anniversary
celebration at the Toronto Botanical Garden on
June 4. It proved to be a trip down memory lane as
well at a time to look to the future; an opportunity
to reconnect with friends and colleagues, enjoy the
gardens and wonderful food. Even the weather co
operated. Here is a link for some photos of the
event:
Visit the TMG website at www.torontomaster
gardeners.ca where you will find a searchable data
base on every question and answer from both the
telephone and online inquirers, useful Gardening
Guides and Tips and much more.

Goodbye until Next Time
by John Craw, Simcoe County

Our conference has ended, we are so proud,
A hush has fallen over the crowd,

But only for a moment, soon there’ll be a roar,
Of Master Gardeners, offering more,

From Spencer, Catherine, Suzanne and Paul

Add Martin Galloway and we heard them all,
The speakers were great, never a bore,
None of us could have asked for more,

The conference is over; it doesn’t end here,
It’s just a beginning for a new year,

With three hundred volunteers ready to go,

What are you waiting for; let’s get on with the show.
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Registration
Catherine Kavassalis

Your Board at Work

Joan Weed helps get ready for the
Silent Auction.

Martin Galloway
Having Fun at the Conference

Paul Zammitt
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Events

Come and Join Us in Niagara
Saturday, July 13th and Sunday, July 14th  If you have
not yet tried a M.G.O.I. Summer Workshop, why
not plan to do so this year? This is the sixth year
that these incredible learning opportunities are
being held, and they attract Master Gardeners and
Master Gardeners in Training from across the
province, all ready to learn more about the won
derful world of horticulture and the environment.
As always, the beautiful grounds of the Niagara
Parks Botanical Gardens and School of Horticul
ture is our classroom. There are three topics
offered, from which two may be chosen. These
are:
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Renowned author Janette Haas will serve up her
recipe for the Modern Victory Garden. Mix and
mingle with local MGs at the Read and Seed ex
change, and enjoy your hosts’ luscious potluck
lunch, which helps to keep registration prices
rock bottom! For details see: http://lanarkmas
tergardeners.mgoi.ca/

Humber Arboretum Tours and Events
In support of community education in horticulture and
landscape stewardship, Etobicoke MGs and
Humber Arboretum are pleased to present the
2013 series of Free Outdoor Tours and events at
the Humber Arboretum.

Tour: "Some Like It Hot"

Date: Wednesday, July 24, 2013

• Examining the Impact of Invasive Species in
Ontario’s Diverse Landscape

Time: 7:00  8:00 pm

Tour: "Let's Go Nuts In The Arb"

• Garden Design – Creating the Living Space

Date: Saturday, September 7, 2013

• The Key to Success: Becoming Comfortable with
Correctly Identifying Plants

More information can be found on the news blog of the
website at www.mgoi.ca. The cost for the twoday
weekend is $250, and this covers lunches, breaks
and many useful handouts. If you have any ques
tions or would like more details about the work
shop, please contact June Streadwick at
streadwick@sympatico.ca

September 714 – The 2013 International Master Garden
er Conference will be held onboard the Holland
America cruise ship Westerdam en route to
Alaska. Your choice of 8 seminars, plus 3 keynote
speakers and optional shore trips to discover the
nature and adventure of Alaska. For more inform
ation visit www.uaex.edu/imgc2013/

Saturday, October 5 at Landscape Ontario, Milton –
Coordinators Conference. This a great op
portunity for all Coordinators to share their
concerns and best practices with fellow Mas
ter Gardeners.

October 19 – Grey County Technical Update, Owen Sound.
Morning Speakers: Carol Dunk, MG Emerita 
Soils, Marnie McIntosh, Growing Heritage  Open
Pollinated Vegetables. Afternoon Speaker: TBA,
Plants (especially perennials and shrubs) for spe
cific soil conditions. Free admission – donations
welcome. For more information: Email Patricia
Draves patriciadraves@gmail.com or call Sue
Connelly 5199240207
October 26  Growing a Modern Victory Garden – Zone 8
Technical Update. Take a day to enhance your
food security and your contribution to a sustain
able planet. The Master Gardeners of OttawaCar
leton and Lanark invite you to visit the lovely and
historic village of Carleton Place at a time when
the fall leaf colour will be at its peak. Come learn
about permaculture, bringing “victorious veget
ables” to the people, and, of course, organic tech
niques for dealing with those pesky veggie pests.

Time: 10:00  11:00 am

Tour: "Awesome Autumn"

Date: Saturday, October 19, 2013
Time: 10:00  11:00 am

Location: Humber Arboretum (at Centre for Urban Eco
logy), 205 Humber College Blvd, Toronto,
Ontario

Trail Difficulty: Moderate (not wheelchair accessible)
FREE Admission. Registrations via phone, or email
416 6755009

arboretum@humber.ca

www.humberarboretum.on.ca/

Milestones
New MGiTs

Grey County – Denise Lowe, Vicky Thompson
Mississauga – Ren Chin
New MGs

Algoma – Sheila Campbell
Grey County – Margot Byers
London Middlesex – Kim Pawley
10 Years

Huron County – Susan Beatty, Deena P Rodney,
Leigh Selk, Sue van Baardwyck,.
Peterborough – Kerry Hackett, Karen Hannisse
Transfers

Grey County – Roberta Brignell formerly with
North Bruce joined Grey County in March 2013
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Ontario Horticultural Association and
Master Gardeners of Ontario Inc.

Working
Together

Here is the latest issue OHA's newsletter the Trillium.

National Awards of
Excellence – Next Steps
Jane Beck, President

The Awards of Excellence winners were presented
with their welldeserved awards at the National
Master Gardener Conference in
April. The competition was an
exciting first for us all. All 10
projects were requested to set
up their posters for their pro
jects for attendees to view and
ask questions for the groups
represented. This worked well
for conference attendees.

Since then all 10 projects have
Jane Beck
been submitted as a provincial
entry for the Prime Minister’s Awards  the prize is
$10,000, to be shared across the 10 projects. We’re
waiting for the winners to be announced and
crossing our fingers that it is us!

Since our conference many Master Gardener
groups have asked to be able to review those pro
jects in more detail; many of us are quite in awe of
the ideas, the planning and the delivery of the pro
jects. As a result the groups submitting have been
asked to send their project details to our updated
website, mgoi.ca.so the sharing of ideas and pro
cess can be most efficient.
During the Coordinators’ Conference this fall we
will review the projects during the Best Practice
discussions. The goal is to make sure you have
every opportunity to hear about these most worth
while projects.

mgoi.ca Same Address 
New Look

Check out our website with its new look. Thanks to
Jim Cook our new webmaster for all his hard work.
You can see more photos from the conference on
the website.

To Everything there is a
Season: Phenology 101
Rebecca Last, Lanark

When Tena van Andel invited me speak on pheno
logy at the first National MG Conference, I was
both honoured and puzzled. Why would Master
Gardeners want to know about bumps on people’s
heads? I was thinking about phrenology. Pheno
logy is the study of periodic plant and animal life
cycle events and how these are influenced by sea
sonal and multiyear climate variations. My chal
lenge was to first educate myself, and then to make
my findings relevant to home gardeners.
My first Google searches turned up archaeological
papers on the significance of phenology for early
humans. Observations about when herds migrated,
and when food plants were in season, were essen
tial to the survival of our huntergatherer ancest
ors, making phenology possibly the oldest human
science.
It’s a science that has evolved along with our spe
cies. Phenology features in traditional folkwisdom
relating to planting, harvesting and weather pre
diction. Today’s biodynamics practitioners des
cend from these often localized traditions. The
industrial revolution brought renewed scientific
interest in the natural world. By the 18th Century,
naturalist clubs were using phenology to aid their
exploration of new colonial territories. Andy Ham
mermeister, Director, Organic Agriculture Centre
of Canada, kindly sent me an article from an 1818
edition of the American Journal of Science that
highlights the use of phenology for managing em
pire. The article tracked peach blossom bloom
times across the then much smaller US, clearly
showing a pattern of later blooms in more north
erly latitudes.
A paper on the history of phenology outlined a lar
ger academic debate that remains relevant today.
Two Belgian botanists  Adolpe Quetelet and his
former student Charles Morren, had a decadelong
debate in the mid1800s. At issue was formalizing
the science of phenology and making sense of a
growing body of data collected by mostly amateur
naturalists. Quetelet eventually adopted a reduc
tionist approach, focusing primarily on bloom
times as the key indicator. Morren preferred a
more holistic approach that utilized the diverse ob
servations provided by citizen scientists. Ulti
continued on page 7
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mately, Morren capitulated and it was he who first
defined phenology in scientific literature.

Phenology today has multiple implications for
home gardeners. OMAFRA bulletins are replete
with tips on using phenology for integrated pest
management. Emeritus scientist and Ottawa Hor
ticultural Society member Marilyn Light educated
me on the dynamics of plant and pest phenology
that are key drivers of botanical evolution. Scient
ist colleagues in the federal government explained
that phenology is becoming a key tool for climate
change monitoring and adaptation. Carleton Uni
versity Ph.D. candidate Zoe Panchen shared her
thesis on historical herbarium collections and how
they are being used to inform current research on
climate change and, in particular, what makes
good indicator species. Today’s citizen science
driven initiatives, such as Plant Watch, continue
the tradition of Henry David Thoreau, Robert Mar
sham and their like, helping us to understand how
climate change is already changing our world.
However, it is the nonlinear changes – the un
known unknowns – about climate change that I
find the most alarming. I believe Master Gardeners
just may be able to help save the world. We MGs
are all phenology experts and, with our intimate
knowledge of the microenvironments in our own
gardens, we are probably best positioned to move
beyond Quetelet’s reductionist approach and start
to understand Nature’s intricate interrelation
ships and interdependencies that climate change
threatens.

MGOI Education Survey
MGOI Education Committee

Early in 2013, a survey was conducted by the Edu
cation Committee of MGOI in order to determine
the level of satisfaction of active MGs who had
taken each of the three paths to obtain their certi
fication (online courses at the University of Guelph
and Dalhousie University, or the Certification Ex
amination). The survey was designed so that we
could identify any adjustments to the program that
were needed. All coordinators were approached and
asked to submit to the committee a list of their
graduates since March, 2006. 33 of 35 groups re
sponded immediately and all the Master Gardeners
on the list were contacted and asked to fill in a sur
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vey form available on the MGOI website. Of the
224 Master Gardeners contacted, 172 completed
the survey and returned it, a 77% return.
81 (47%) took the Guelph courses.
52 (30%) took Dalhousie courses.

39 (23%) wrote the Certification exam.

The overwhelming conclusion that can be drawn
from the survey results is that students from both
Dalhousie and from Guelph are satisfied with their
experience and that the Certification Examination
performs a smaller but essential role in the educa
tion of Master Gardeners in Ontario. Based on our
survey the committee recommends the following:
• Since the survey indicated a solid positive re
sponse to the existing education process, the
Education Committee does not recommend
major revisions at this time.

• The Education Committee recommends that a
survey be repeated every few years in order for
MGOI to assess whether the means of educa
tion and certification of new Master Gardeners
continues to meet the needs of the organiza
tion.
• The committee also recommends discussions
with both schools regarding the Plant Identific
ation courses and how they can be made more
useful in preparing our Master Gardeners for
their role in the organization.
• A short summary of the key findings of this re
port will be provided in the MGOI newsletter,
What’s Growing On.
• The Education Committee recommends that we
share the relevant results of this survey with the
schools. In addition, we recommend that we
correspond with them congratulating them on
the excellent job they are doing and requesting
that they both strongly consider:
 providing students with takeaway reference
material
 reviewing their feedback and other interaction
with students on assignments

 review the accuracy, grammar, spelling of their
material ensuring that it is up to date

 review the tests to ensure that they are a true
measure of the students’ knowledge

• The Committee recommends that the feedback
from the survey on the Certification Examina
tion be taken into account as new versions are
created.
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Six Beneficial Insects to
Know and Love
Alexandra Wiens, Prince Edward County

I am like most gardeners; the sight of a creepy
crawly climbing up a favorite plant is the signal to
reach for the bottle of insecticidal soap. I recently
discovered that I am doing myself and my garden
a great disservice by reacting this way. Turns out,
there are beneficial insects out there that could
make my life a lot
easier if I learned to
recognize them and
embrace them in all
their creepiness.

Most of us can recog
nize a lady beetle or
bumblebee if we see
one in their adult
Ground Beetle
form. But some of
our best insect helpers look very different in their
larva or nymphs forms. Let’s take a look at six be
neficial insects you should be able to recognize.
The Common Black Ground Beetle is a mem
ber of the insect order Coleoptera. Members of
this group undergo a complete metamorphosis.
The Larva has a distinct head and three pairs of
legs on their thorax but no legs on the abdomen.
These Beetles, in their adult form, are predators of
other insects that have larval forms in the soil
such as Nematodes, June Beetles, Cut worms,
Black vine Weevils and Japanese beetles. They
hunt actively at night.
The species can appear metallic blue, black or
brown and can be recognized by the longitudinal
grooves on the wing covers. The larva is elongated
and pale in colour. The female Common Black
Ground Beetle lays her eggs in moist dark places.
It takes one to two years for the larva to develop
into an adult. The adults live up to two years. The
larva is cannibalistic and controls its own num
bers as well as those of other pests. Unfortunately
this helpful predator is very susceptible to insect
icide.

Another beneficial insect is the Spined Soldier
Bug. Spined Soldier Bugs are very common in
areas of deciduous forest and meadows. They are
often known by their common name ‘stink bugs’.
This leads to confusion with the Brown Marmor
ated Stink Bug which is a plant pest. Spined Sol
dier Bug undergoes a gradual metamorphosis; five
nymph instars (developmental stages) precede the
adult form. The adult is easily recognized by its

distinctive spine that extends
from both shoulders (pro
notoum) in a “Y” shape to the
back of the bug.

Spined Soldier bugs prey on
caterpillars, flea beetles, and
Spined Soldier Bug
Colorado potato bugs, so they
are
a
useful
addition
to
the
garden. The presence of a deciduous hedge or de
ciduous copse of trees will ensure their presence.
The Syrphid Fly or Flower Fly belongs to the or
der Diptera and are members
of the family Syrphidae (true
flies) the adult feeds on pol
len or nectar, the larva are
predators of aphids. Lady
Beetles often get credit for
some of the work Syrphid Fly
larva do in controlling aphids
Syrphid Fly
in the garden setting. The
larva hatch from small white
eggs, and look like a creamy white, legless maggot
with a greenish brown stripe on the back. As the
larva become more mature they change and be
come mostly green with two yellow dorsal stripes.
The adult Syrphid Fly looks like a bee but has no
hairs on its body. Adult Syrphid Flies prefer to
feed on flowers of the Apiaceae family
There are twentyfive species of Green
Lacewing in Canada. Lacewings belong to the or
der Neuroptera (net winged insects). They under
go a complete metamorphosis. Lacewings eggs are
bead like and are laid on a long filament like
wand. The larva resembles
reddish brown alligators.
They are voracious predators
of aphids and are often called
“aphid lions”. In addition to
aphids
they
also
eat
Mealybugs, Whitefly, Thrips,
Lacewing
the caterpillars of several
moths and insect eggs. Unfor
tunately they like to eat Lady Beetle eggs and
larva. Adult Lacewings feed on nectar, pollen and
the honeydew (sticky) produced by aphids and
leaf hoppers. Lacewings are often sold as a biolo
gical control for aphids.
Two of the most common garden insects are the
Lady Beetle (or Lady Bug) and the Honeybee.
Lady Beetles are red or orange and have black
markings (spots). They are very efficient insect
predators. Adult Lady Beetles eat 50 aphids per
continued on page 9

Page 9
Beneficial Insects from page 8
day; larva consume
about
half
that
amount per day. They
also eat the eggs of
moths, beetles, mites,
thrips and other small
insects. Like the larva
of
the
Green
Lady Beetle
lacewing, the larva of
Lady Beetles is al
ligatorlike; black with yellow scales. The best way
to ensure Lady Beetles in the garden is to leave a
bit of leaflitter on part of the garden during the
fall to provide the insect with an overwintering
site.

The last beneficial insect is
the Honeybee. Most of
us recognize the Bumble
bee, the large hairy buzz
ing creature bumbling
from flower to flower. The
Honeybee is his busier
cousin and the insect
primarily responsible for
much of the pollinating
Honeybee
that goes on around the
garden. The Honeybee, Apis mellifera mellifera, is
a member of the Order Hymenoptera. They are
specifically adapted for seeing flowers and their
antenna sense fragrances. Strong wings allow them
to endure long flights from the hive to pollen
sources. Unfortunately there are a large number of
Honeybee predators: other insects, birds and even
some mammals. Humans sometimes mistake them
for wasps because their bodies are slender and
sparsely covered with hair when compared to
Bumblebees. Without Honeybees, many fruit and
flower specimens would never produce seed.
Recognizing these helpful creatures allows us to be
good stewards of the environment. We reduce our
use of insecticide and begin to rely on the presence
of natural controls to keep a balance between
harmful and helpful species in the garden. Toxins
present in the soil that result from chemical use
are reduced, sustaining the purity of ground water.
The huge swings that occur in insect populations
when one particular species is taken out of the
equation by aggressive chemical use are reduced
and more natural ebb and flow of species results.
Fungi and other pathogens are kept in check and
the result is a healthier environment for the
growth of plants.
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An Inspiring Conference
Sandra Elfman London Middlesex

After what seemed to be a long dark
winter in Southwestern Ontario the
first annual Master Gardener con
ference was held at the Deerhurst
Resort in April. There were fifteen
members from London who con
verged at the beautiful resort in
April to take in all the information,
displays, and networking with fellow
London's
Master Gardeners (MGs) from all Scarecrow
over Canada. When we arrived, the
resort was a flurry of activity getting prepared for
the Friday night dinner and speaker. There were
also members from various Master Gardener groups
assembling their “Pollinators” which they had creat
ively whipped up prior to the conference to compete
in the competition for the best “Pollinators.” The
display was impressive and creative with everything
from our very own submission of Polly to a Marilyn
Monroe version of a scarecrow. All of the “Pollinat
ors” initiated lots of marveling at the creative en
deavors of the various MG groups.
The silent auction also became an area of activity
and competition among those attending as numer
ous items offered something for every gardener.
Everything from garden tools to artwork tempted
you to place your bid. The Deerhurst provided a
comfortable experience for all from the accommod
ation and beautiful Muskoka surroundings to the
meals provided. The relaxed dining atmosphere
and networking time on Friday allowed everyone to
meet and greet fellow Master Gardeners and ex
change the challenges and rewards of gardening in
their region of Canada.
The speakers and choice of conferences to attend on
site were excellent. The topics were compelling and
I certainly had a challenge trying to narrow it down
to which two I would attend over the weekend. Both
the conferences and the guest speakers during the
dinnertime were top notch and we all came away
with a vast amount of information to share with our
communities.
The London group were honoured to receive the
Community award for our “Seeds to Table” and our
Polly was voted second best, which was a delightful
surprise. We came away that weekend anticipating
the new growing season with lots of information and
tips to help serve our communities and had a great
time meeting our fellow Master Gardeners from
across Canada. It was truly an inspiring experience
that we will not miss and look forward to next year.

